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Monsieur Litvinov took the opportunity of citing, in extenso, a
number of texts from the Soviet Government's legislation, as well as
a passage from the Russo-German Treaty of the 12th October, 1925.
As for the exchange of letters regarding the protection of American
nationals in Soviet territory, Monsieur Litvinov let it be known, in a
statement which he made to the National Press Club at Washington
on the 17th November, that this had been the first subject to be
broached by President Roosevelt at the beginning of the negotiations.
The experiences of certain British residents in the Soviet Union in
1933 and of certain German residents in 1928 were doubtless in the
President's mind; and, in his reply to Monsieur Litvinov's assurances
on this matter, the President gave notice
that American diplomatic and consular officers in the Soviet Union will
be zealous in guarding the rights of American nationals, particularly
the right to a fair and public speedy trial and the right to be represented
by counsel of their choice.
Another safeguard which was manifestly devised in the light of
Russo-British and Russo-German 'incidents' in the past was Monsieur
Litvinov's supplementary statement on the definition of economic
espionage, which has been referred to above.
The letter in which Monsieur Litvinov waived any claims of the
Soviet Government for compensation in respect of the American
military operations in 1918-21, in Russian territory in the Far East,
has so close a bearing upon the question of the balance of power in
the Pacific that it may be quoted verbatim:
I have the honour to inform you that, following our conversations
and following my examination of certain documents of the years 1918
and 1921 relating to the attitude of the American Government toward
the expedition into Siberia, the operations there of foreign military
forces and the inviolability of the territory of the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics, the Government of the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics agrees that it will waive any and all claims of whatsover
character arising out of activities of military forces of the United States
in Siberia, or assistance to military forces in Siberia subsequent to the
1st January, 1918, and that such claims shall be regarded as finally
settled and disposed of by this agreement.
The truth, of course, was that the purpose of the United States
Government in maintaining American troops, during those years, on
former Imperial Russian soil in the Far East had been to prevent
Japanese militarism, rather than Russian Communism, from entering
into this portion of the defunct Russian Czardom's heritage.
The announcement of this Russo-American agreement of the 17th
November, 1933, was accompanied by the appointment of Mr. William